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Alvin Sr. was born in 1957 in Florida, 
where he grew up on a family farm. Alvin’s 
parents sent him to school every day, but 
he remembers it being an underprivileged, 
segregated school where “students were 
not required to learn, we just had to show 
up.” Alvin struggled with reading and did 
not receive the support he needed to 
learn. After high school, Alvin became a 
truck driver. Then history repeated itself.  

Like his father, Alvin Jr. struggled to 
read. Alvin’s father couldn’t support 
him in school, and his mother, who was 
working and attending nursing school, 
was rarely home. Alvin Jr. was in second 
grade when his mother and teachers 
decided he belonged in ‘slow learning 
classes’. “I graduated with nothing. I got 
a special diploma. It’s just a diploma 
saying I attended every day.” 

Alvin went to work as a driver, and 
his work ethic enabled him to have a 
successful career. “Even if you can’t 
read, you can work,” says Alvin, “but for 
me, there was something still missing.”  
Alvin’s primary motivation to learn to read 
was to gain more independence. “That’s 
what brought me to Literacy for Life.”

Alvin’s tutors at Literacy for Life—first 
Judith, and now Pam—provided him with 
the systematic, phonics-based instruction 
he needed, and he feels as though reading 

has been unlocked. “I can break down my 
words a little bit better,” he says. “I feel just a 
little bit more independent. It’s not just that 
I can read words, it’s opening up learning.”  

Literacy is not just a personal goal 
for Alvin; it is a legacy for his children. 

Through his determination and personal 
example, Alvin has broken the cycle for 
his own sons. Alvin III shares, “I knew from 
a very young age that reading was very 
important to my dad, so I made sure I 
learned it—and that made him happy.” 
Alvin III graduated from high school and is 
currently enrolled in college. His younger 
brother, Carter, is on track to graduate 
high school this year. 

Meanwhile, Alvin Sr’s story has a 
happy ending as well. He relocated to 
Williamsburg from Florida to be near his 
son and grandsons. Alvin Jr. told his father 
about Literacy for Life and encouraged 

him to attend. When he enrolled, Alvin Sr. 
told staff that his primary motivation was to 
participate more fully at church. Alvin Sr. 
raves about his experience. “I love Literacy 
for Life!” he says. “And I love my teachers 
because they care about me.” Alvin Sr. 
visited his former church in Florida, where 
his friends and pastor were accustomed to 
reading for him. “I could do a little reading 
by myself,” Alvin says proudly. “Everybody 
was shocked.”  

 Alvin Sr. with  
his tutors,  

Peg and Chuck
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A LEGACY OF Literacy
 Alvin Jr. with 

 his sons

“I feel just a little bit more 
independent. It’s not just 
that I can read words, it’s 

opening up learning.” 



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2022-2023 SUPPORTERS

This list covers gifts received between July 1, 2022, and June 2023. Every effort has been made to acknowledge all donors.  
Please accept our apologies if you find an error. Contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325 and we will correct our records.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
($150,000+)
Virginia Department of Education

RITA WELSH SOCIETY
($15,000-$49,999)
Dancing With The  
  Williamsburg Stars 
Randy & Shelby Hawthorne
John Tinker & Sally Frazer
Dr. David Hurt
Richard & Madelyn Reass
Bank of America Foundation

LITERACY CHAMPIONS 
($10,000-$14,999)
Charles & Ginny Crone
William & Leeann Barnes
Wendy & Paul Ruffle
Bryce Hinsch
Sentara Cares Foundation
Han Zhang &  
  Jinlan Liu Foundation

LITERACY BENEFACTORS
($5,000-$9,999)
Marc & Wilma Sharp
Chesapeake Bank
Virginia Literacy Foundation
Jack & Terry Murphy
The Alex Kaz Charitable 
  Lead Trust
Dennis & Vickie Matheis
Hargrove Wealth  
  Management Group
Old Point National Bank
Langley Federal Credit Union
Tim & Miranda Saumier
Kiskiack Golf Club
Walmart Community Foundation
Timothy Dykstra &  
  Rosaura Hernandez
Charles & Karen Lyon
Smithfield Foods
Towne Bank 
Charles & Jane Wilson

LITERACY PATRONS
($2,500-$4,999)

Edward Jones: Jason Blanchard, 
   Financial Advisor 
Monty & Ashley Hargrove
Carey Clow
Jason & Rebecca Thornton
TYGES International
Dr. William & Carol White
Williamsburg Financial Group, Inc.
City of Williamsburg
PB Mares
David & Lyn Ross
Martha & Hunt Berryman
Robert & Louise Canfield
Mellette PC
Sands Anderson

LITERACY AMBASSADORS 
($1,000-$2,499)
Thomas & Misty Spong
Michael Rzepkowski & Margaret  
  Arvidson
Williamsburg United Methodist  
  Church
Jinlan Liu
Deelyn Robinson
Dominion Energy
Benming Zhang
Cynthia Du Puy
Ronald & Cecie Adolphi
Kay Allen

Plastic Plastic Surgery Specialists
Rotary Club of James City County
Drs. Theresa & Roger Emory
Jade & Henry Ranger
Matoaka Elementary School
Powell Law, PLLC
Elizabeth White
Sally Frazer
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Stockmeyer

Carolyn Wilson
Greg & Lisa Granger
Keegan & Ellen Plaskon
Silver Hand Meadery
Peter & Kerry Mellette
Kathy & Bruce Hornsby
Brad Anderson Group, LTD
Patricia Carmichael
Camille Di Maio
Jack & Mari-An Fitzmaurice
Ted & Ann Gerarden
Rotary Club Of Williamsburg
Donna Sheppard

LITERACY ADVOCATES 
($500-$999)
Graham Henshaw
Bryon & Penny Smith
Pamela Reiss
Melinda Snow
Sue Hassan
W&M Omega Chapter - Alpha  
  Kappa Psi
Nanci Bond
Mark & Linda Gottfried
Christy King
Progressive Insurance Foundation
Judy Jones
Sanford Shapiro
Shon Clements
Tony & Carolyn Menker
Donna & Barry Bryant
Juliet Pritchard Squire
Steve & Susan Siceluff
Nathan & Jennifer Mortier
Robert & Marget Bradenham
Nancy Canning
Vicki Costanzo
Janna Fitzgerald
Paul Gorecki
Drs. Charles Hamm & Clara Massey
Kay Kane
Jim & Trina Lesnick
James Michelson
New Zion Baptist Church
Lara & Rick Overy
Joseph Phillips
Mary & Sam Sadler
Robin Sanford
Frank & Dianne Sonsini
Wolfgang & Carol Wawersik
Merritt Wingate

FRIENDS OF LITERACY 
($100-$499)
Juan & Frances Falcon
Karen Kleppinger
Courtney Martinez
Brenda Mitchell
Carrie Cooper
John & Cynthia McRaw
Peninsula Community  
  Foundation of VA
Karen Swann
David Gaston
Lana Wingate
Colleen Woodard
Melody Nichols
Felix Vlad
Fuchen Wu
Nancy Morales
Nancy Harwood
Margaret Steel
Brad & Kym Smith
Hans Vonkruger
Debbie Snow
Natalie Pho
Robert & Nancy Harding
Stacy Kern-Scheerer
Dollie Marshall
Pamela & John Boyce
Linda Burke
David & Martha Coffield
Ms. Lori Conen
Benjamin Ellington
Anthony Esler & Cam Walker
Margaret Gray
Paul & Robyn Hansen
Scott Jaeger
Anna Martin

Monty Mason
Brian Muse
Barbara Schmidt
John Snead
Town Management
H. Raymond Whitney
Karen Wilson
The Prescription Shoppe
Jessica Bateman
Edward Burnett
Dan Courain
Albert Chang
Pat & Clyde Archer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bardzell
Portia & Dane Belden
Jutta Carboni
Ms. Sharon Doyle
Dan & Jill Herman-Whitten
Althea MacWhorter
Virginia Beer Company
Drs. Karen Rose & Robert Welsh
Norbert & Mary Ellen Smith
Cassandra Surles
Dave & Kathy Thornton
J.R. & Anne Zepkin
Dan & Renee Lease
Rick & Sue Ivey
Louis & Carol Schuster
Karen McPherson
Barbara Boyer
Darlene Byrd
Kristin Conradi Smith
Penelope Justice
Charles Mullaly
Andrea Salamy
Mark & Trista Sikes
Lee Jungho
David & Valerie Lunt
Katherine Whitbeck
Rosalva Bazan
Mary Kay Dineen
Peter & Pamela Rudder-Eastman
Bob & Carol Hiett
Katherine Preston
Charles Benjamin Puckett
Susan and David Riggs
Brian & Maria True
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Yowell
Rolana Mreich
Lucanne Kachmarik
Mariam Ouedraogo
Caleb Rogers
Chris & Lindsay Conboy
Farhad Fallahi
Jennifer Fox
Lauren Lindsay
Natasha Merz
Irina Novikova
Courtney Thomas
Jodi Fisler
William & Sue Mutell
Linda Chelmow
John Henry
William & Joann Kansier
Bert Kirkland
Anna Lambert
Holley Walling
Susan Delano
Joseph & Beth Filko
Rev. John Henry
Linda Lofthus
Lois Polifka
Liz Rohrman
Julia Butler
Beth Anderson
Robert Archibald & Nancy Vincent
Thomas and Mary Lynn Billitteri
Nancy & Alan Bolash
Patricia Bowyer
Janice & John Brady
Dr. Garnett R. Brooks & In Brooks
William & Linda Burke
William & Barbara Burnside
Theresa Cavanaugh & Bernardo  
  Nez
Elizabeth Coleman
Dr. John and Julia Conlee
Mrs. Martha Copenhaver
Nancy & David Fazzone
Sean Fitzpatrick

Kelly Franzone
Ann Golden
Linda Green
Loretta J. Hannum
Dr. Kent & Alice Herring
J Bawk Hkawn
Dr. & Mrs. T.M. Jamison
Robert Kaplan
Michael King
Beth & Dan Kluger
Fred & Barbara Kurasiewicz
Diane & Fred Lederer
Ms. Betty N. Levin
Albert Louer
Ted & Mary Lynch
Jim and Maggie Lyreman
Thomas & Virginia Martin
Cynthia McCraw
Mr.& Mrs. Brian McNelis
Will & Mary Molineux
David Monahan
Ronald & Deborah Monark
Tim & Rita Murphy
Robert Nutwell
Alvin Pasco
Dr. Franklin & Mrs. Adele  
  Robeson
Jose & Elisabeth Robles
Jean Scott
Robert & Lynn Shematek
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Spence, Jr.
Randolph & Elizabeth Turner
Fiona Van Gheem
Jim & Dougie Winthrop
Lisa Wood

LITERACY SUPPORTERS 
($50 - $99)
Mary O’Brien
Edward Maslin
Kim Orthner
Dean Roberts
Rebecca White
Ron Goldstein
Skip & Mary Shannon
Bonnie Smith
Nathan Yowell
Amy Barnes
Candice & Tom Michalik
Joan Torres
Thomas Claiborne
Denise Fehrenbach
Samuel Foxx
Suzanne & Tom Huddleston
David Oates
Janet Raber
Brenda Bateman
Brian Cole
Ron & Mary Jean Hurst
Kevin & Shevette Jones
Caroline Laur
Martha Nunley
Leslie Bowie
Sandra Brito
Edward & Ruth Cogen
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Cole
Patricia Cole
Holly Conradi
Carol Sheriff & Philip Daileader
Robert Daniels
Ruby Doig
Larry & Maureen Doyle
Carolyn Eberdt
Karen Eversole
Christopher Gareis
John Hochella
Mrs. Janet R. Hoffman
William & Carmen Lancellotti
George Mackert
Thomas & Martha Millen
Harvey Morgan
Wendy Romero
Tracey Salas
Kevin Smith-Fagan
Jerome & Elaine Wasserman
Jonathan & Marcia Weiss



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2022-2023 SUPPORTERS

Grants 
17% Fees for 

service 
4%

Individuals/ 
private donations 

22%

Interest 
& other 

9%

Special events 
21%

Government 
(state & local) 

27%

INCOME

YOUR IMPACT LAST YEAR
“Literacy skills activate human 
potential … These literacies 
include civic, digital, financial, 
health, information, and 
oral literacy, among others ... 
Foundational adult literacy skills 
are clearly linked to sustained 
income growth, better healthcare 
access, improved job prospects ... 
and stronger language and literacy 
skills among children.” 

(Cacicio, Cote, and Bigger, June 2023)

8   became 
U.S. citizens
after studying 

American civics 
and history with 

their tutors 

$1,260
cost to serve 
one learner 
per year

Learners are from 65 different countries 
and speak 42 different languages

          703
learners 
served

through one-
to-one tutoring, 
in-person and 
online classes, 
and off-site 
programs

22,958            hours of   
        instruction
 

1,197personal goals met
such as enrolling in community college, earning 
a certification for work, reading a book to a child, 
opening a savings account, and obtaining a GED

Because of you, we’re empowering more adults through education

219 
VOLUNTEERS
changed lives by tutoring, 

teaching classes, serving as 
board & council members, 

and assisting the staff

Enthusiastic learners at a recent 
health literacy (HEAL) class 

“Tutoring has been so “Tutoring has been so 
uplifting,” Mary raves. uplifting,” Mary raves. 
“It’s so rewarding to “It’s so rewarding to 

work directly with work directly with 
someone who really someone who really 

wants and appreciates wants and appreciates 
the help—especially the help—especially 
someone so driven”someone so driven”

Tutoring pairs like Miriam (left) and 
Mary are the heart of the program!
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