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ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Busare spent his first 20 years 
in refugee camps in Tanzania 
due to unrest in his home 
country, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
He attended school consistently 
in the camps and earned a high 
school diploma—but that didn’t 
mean much when he and his 
family seized the opportunity 
to resettle in the United 
States. He now had safety 
and opportunity, but did not 
have English or a meaningful 
credential.
As the oldest child, Busare 
took responsibility for his six 
siblings and labored around 
the clock to support them. 
Despite an exhausting 
schedule, he found time to 
learn English and take GED 
classes. He passed three of the 
four GED tests, but Language 
Arts eluded him. He enrolled with 
Literacy for Life for one-to-one help 
and was matched with his tutor, Heidi.

Heidi worked around Busare’s busy 
schedule to find convenient times to 
meet online. With her help, Busare’s 
reading and writing improved 
significantly, but he needed more 
time to reach GED level. 
Heidi wondered if Busare would 
have a better chance to study and 
pass if he was less exhausted and 
stressed. She wondered if a better 

job should be his next step.
Heidi consulted with LFL staff and 
encouraged Busare to meet with 

LFL’s career coach, Frances. Busare 
decided to enroll into the electrician 
program at Virginia Technical 
Academy (VTA). Frances worked 
tirelessly to help him secure state 
workforce development funding 
and private scholarships so that he 
could afford to attend. 
Busare excelled at VTA. He stayed 
after class for extra hands-on practice 

and studied hard to overcome 
the language barrier as he 
learned technical vocabulary 
and prepared for exams. He 
completed the program with 
flying colors in August 2024.
Meanwhile, Heidi has 
remained Busare’s biggest 
advocate. They continued to 
meet, even while Heidi spent 
several months in Turkey! 
They focused on preparing 
Busare for citizenship. He 
passed his naturalization test 
and interview and swore in 
as a proud American citizen 

in October.  Now, Heidi and Busare 
are circling back to Language Arts 
to complete that GED.

A FUTURE 
REWIRED

BY LITERACY

“My goal is to be a journeyman 
electrician and run a small business. 

I passed my naturalization, and 
I can call myself an American. 

Without Literacy for Life, I’m not 
sure if I could get all these things.”



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2023-2024 SUPPORTERS

This list covers gifts received between July 1, 2023, and June 2024. Every effort has been made to acknowledge all donors.  
Please accept our apologies if you find an error. Contact Literacy for Life 757-221-3325 and we will correct our records.

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS 
($150,000+)
Virginia Department 
 of Health

RITA WELSH SOCIETY
($15,000-$59,999)
Han Zhang & Jinlan 
  Liu Foundation
Dancing with the 
  Williamsburg Stars
Sentara Cares
Bernardine Franciscan 
  Sisters Foundation
Michael McNamara
Langley Federal 
  Credit Union
John Tinker &  
  Sally Frazer
William and  
  Leeann Barnes
Dr. David Hurt
Bank of America 
  Charitable 
  Foundation

LITERACY CHAMPIONS 
($10,000-$14,999)
Jack and  
  Terry Murphy
Wendy and 
  Paul Ruffle
Bryce Hinsch and 
  Sharon Willoughby
Jane and  
  Charles Wilson
Randy and  
  Shelby Hawthorne
Towne Bank
Jason and  
  Jami Blanchard
The Alex Kaz 
Charitable Lead Trust

LITERACY 
BENEFACTORS
($5,000-$9,999)
Roy B. (Monty) III  
  & Ashley Hargrove
Wilma and  
  Marc Sharp
Charles and  
  Ginny Crone
Williamsburg 
  Community  
  Foundation
Old Point  
  National Bank
Jack and Jean Smith
Tim and  
  Miranda Saumier
Annie Belle Reavis 
Tuccori Foundation
City Of Williamsburg
Charles and 
   Karen Lyon
Jack and  
  Leslie Murphy
PB Mares

LITERACY PATRONS
($2,500-$4,999)
Williamsburg  
  Financial Group, Inc.
Timothy Dykstra and 
   Rosaura Hernandez
Gass Family Fund
Jason and  
  Rebecca Thornton
Kiskiack Golf Club
Fiona Van Gheem
Cynthia Du Puy
Elizabeth Ameling
Robert and  
  Louise Canfield
Drs. Theresa and 
  Roger Emory
Goodman Allen 
Donnelly
Rick and Lara Overy
Professional  
  English, Inc.
David and Lyn Ross
Sands Anderson
Carl and  
  Cindy Zangardi

LITERACY 
AMBASSADORS 
($1,000-$2,499)
Jack & Mari-An 
  Fitzmaurice
Thomas and  
  Misty Spong
Jinlan Liu
Carolyn and  
  Tony Menker
David and  
  Jessica Anderson
Ronald and  
  Cecie Adolphi
Frederic Miller
John Reitz
Rotary Club of  
  James City County
Elizabeth White
Carrie Cooper
Ann and  
  Kenneth Herman
Judy Jones
Natalie Pho
Riverside Healthcare   
  Association, Inc.
Deelyn Robinson
Rotary Club  
  Of Williamsburg
Maxwell Stayton
Carolyn Wilson
Bryon and  
  Penny Smith
Christopher and  
  Amy Dassler
Silver Hand Meadery  
  & Honey Shop
Powell Law, PLLC
Peter and  
  Kerry Mellette
Keegan and  
  Ellen Plaskon
Virginia Green
Brandyn Baty
Juliet Pritchard Squire
Lynn and Philip Pryor
Kay Allen
Lisa Bates
Amanda Batten
Donna and  
  Barry Bryant
Patricia Carmichael
Colonial CPA
Camille and  
  Robert Di Maio
Patrick and  
  Karen Dugan
Janna Fitzgerald
Joosse Family 
Orthodontics
Junior League of 
   Hampton Roads
Dan Kammer
Jane Kaplan
John E. and  
  Mary Lynch
Paul Montgomery
Elizabeth Munson
Pete and  
  Laura Osman
Pamela Reiss
Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Stockmeyer
Carol and  
  Wolfgang Wawersik
Williamsburg Moose 
Lodge No. 757

LITERACY ADVOCATES 
($500-$999)
Williamsburg  
  Unitarian Universalists
Nelson’s Heating  
  and Cooling, Inc.
Leo Aquino, LLC
Brad Anderson 
  Group, LTD
Dominion Energy 
   Charitable  
   Foundation
Kaufman &  
  Canoles, P.C.
The Courtney  
  Martinez Real  
  Estate Team
Steve and  
  Susan Siceluff
Frank C. and  

  Dianne M. Sonsini
Steele’s Towing
Jessica Bateman  
  and Shon Clements
Baker and  
  Courtney Cox
William Stevens
Sharon and  
  Willie Abney
Auto Haus
Robert Disse
Calvin Leary
Robert Peterson
John and  
  Conny Mincks
Philipps 66
Graham Henshaw
Nancy and  
  Vincent Cuda
Tracey Eppes
Brad and  
  Allison Anderson
Patricia Bowyer
Robert and Marget  
  Bradenham
Nancy Canning
Ms. Lori Conen
Joe and Janet 
  Covington
The Flanagan Family 
  Charitable Trust
Greg and Lisa 
  Granger
Kay Kane
Christy King
Denise Koch
James and  
  Bonnie McNail
New Zion  
  Baptist Church
Joseph Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. W.  
  Samuel Sadler
Mark and  
  Maggie Sullivan
The Prescription 
   Shoppe
Vincent and  
  Valerie Zangardi

FRIENDS OF LITERACY 
($100-$499)
Juan &  
Frances Falcon
Frances Falcon
Rosalba  
  Maya Martinez
Dian Calderone
Peter and  
  Anabelle Socha
Margaret Steel
Chris Conboy
Laura Mullin
Craig Conboy
DG Marking, LLC
Kristin Conradi Smith
Pat and Clyde Archer
Mrs. Martha 
  Copenhaver
Candice and  
  Tom Michalik
Cassandra Surles
H Raymond Whitney
Cynthia Callaway
Linda Terrell
Susan Abrahams
Nanci Bond
William and  
  Linda Burke
David and  
  Martha Coffield
Colonial Aesthetics  
  & Wellness
Ms. Sharon Doyle
Tony Esler and  
  Cam Walker
Julie and  
  Garry Fitchett
Jack and  
  Dorothy Gabig
Paul and Robyn 
Hansen
Robert and Nancy 
Harding
Mark and Mary Lou 
Hunt
Bonnie Keppel
Carolyn and Rich 

Keurajian
Anna Martin
Nathan and Jennifer 
Mortier
Jose and Elisabeth 
Robles
Andrea Salamy
Cynthia Shea
Shelly Insurance 
Agency, Inc
Cindy and Dave 
Sherwood
John and Ginny 
Snead
Amanda Ulishney
Hans and Maria 
Vonkruger
Jack and Suzanne 
Wagner
Jan Wasson
Anne and J.R. Zepkin
Keith and Shannon 
Hassan
Progressive Insurance 
Foundation
JW Data, LLC
Edward Burnett
Ardent Builders Inc.
David Duros
Kristie Hassett
Jill Herman-Whitten 
and Dan Whitten
Richard Laczynski
Mark and Lynne Lyons
Margaret Nagaitsev
Dr. Karen Rose and 
Dr. Robert Welsh
Lynn and Rob 
Shematek
Margo Smith
Norbert F. & Mary 
Ellen M. Smith
David and Kathy 
Thornton
Sydney Conboy
David S. Lyon
Elie & Mariam 
Ouedraogo
James Baldyga
Pam Dannon
Lee & Paula Hougen
Sheila Avellanet
Svetlana Bashlykava
Mrs. Pamela Rudder 
Eastman
Bob Estremera
Margaret Gray
Bob and Carol Hiett
Bonnie and Roger 
Hoopengardner
Lyle Schiavone
Williamsburg 
Community 
Foundation
Maria Ramos
Caleb Rogers
Elizabeth Dahl
Chris and Lindsay 
Conboy
Thomas Claiborne
Mark Guditus
Melissa James
Irina Novikova
Maria Petrini
Yuly Zamora
Giorgi Anjaparidze
Ashley Willis
Emily Boddy
Katherine Whitbeck
Maria Javiera Donoso 
Melej
Linda Chelmow
Susan Conboy
Jodi Fisler
Nancy Hale
John Henry
David Levin
Qing Lu
Christine Nanga 
   Mampasi
JoAnn Panuska
Gail Regan
Susan Riggs
Cynthia Sherwood
Hui Tian
Robert Archibald  
  and Nancy Vincent

Mr. and Mrs.  
  William B. Bacon
Sue and Philip 
   Balsamo
Tom and Brenda 
   Bateman
Dr. and Mrs.  
  Alan Bolash
Janice and  
  John Brady
Dr. Garnett and  
  Mrs. In Brooks
Cynthia and  
  Edward Canane
William and  
  Martha Dean
Cathleen and  
  Fred Eldridge
Nancy and 
  David Fazzone
Myrna Frankle
Sally Frazer
Christopher and  
  Molly Gareis
Ann Howard Golden
Marie and  
  Howard Haynes
Dr. Kent and  
  Alice Herring
Rick and Sue Ivey
Dr. and Mrs.  
  T.M. Jamison
Hung Jose
Ha Young Kim
Mike and Beverly King
Beth and Dan Kluger
Fred and Barbara 
Kurasiewicz
Dan and  
  Renee Lease
Diane and  
  Fred Lederer
Shauna LeGrande
Ms. Betty N. Levin
Michael Levine
Albert Louer
Mr. and Mrs.  
  M.D.  Lulofs
Jim and Maggie 
  Lyreman
Sam Bastian
Louann Martin
Thomas and  
  Virginia Martin
Cynthia and  
  John McCraw
Mr. & Mrs.  
  Brian J. McNellis
Karen McPherson
Brenda Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. William  
  and Mary Molineux
David and  
  Margaret Monahan
Ronald and  
  Deborah Monark
Chris Mooney
John Morgan
Wendell and  
  Nancy Moseley
Maresa Moyer
Tim and Rita Murphy
Nadejda Musteata
Elizabeth 
  Mutuvharuvha
Marcia and  
 Richard Nelson
Dr. Franklin and  
  Mrs. Adele Robeson
Kathleen and 
   Kenneth Ruszkowski
Wayne and  
  Nancy Self
Theresa Sisto
Gail and  
  James Snyder
Mr. and Mrs.  
  James R.  
  Spence, Jr.
Scott and  
  Jean Trainum
Brian True
Elizabeth and  
  Randolph Turner
Ginny and  
  Fred Van Wicklin
Miley Walker
Heidi and  
  Sam Wallace

Liz and Myron Ware
Rebecca White
Judith &  
  John Wickens
Jim and  
  Dougie Winthrop
Lisa Wood
Colleen Woodard
Huang Zu

LITERACY SUPPORTERS 
($50 - $99)
Kate Metherell
Bonnie Smith
Eunjeong Choi
Larry and  
  Maureen Doyle
Mary O’Brien
Silvia Escobar
Jane Geisler
Ron Goldstein
George Shabanov
Rhonda Amtower
Ameyo Noudoukou
Sandra Brito
Gedamnesh Abebe
Olga Gustason
William and  
  Carmen Lancellotti
Halyna Pylypovets
Paula Bazemore
Hamid Beikzadeh
Nicole Flemming
Samuel Hayes III
Christina Peck
Kaley Richardson
Karen Swann
Amy Sikes
Media Caron
Jose Diaz
Karem Diaz
Bonnie Fleming
Pierina Gonzalez
Kari Heffner
Xiaojuan Lu
David Oates
Patricia Stevenson
Rebecca Andrews
Karen and  
  Anthony Annoni
Dorothy and  
  Scott Barat
Elizabeth and  
  Jack Barrar
Thomas and  
  Mary Lynn Billitteri
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Jack T. Clark
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Norman Cole
Maxine Cunningham
Carol Sheriff and 
  Philip Daileader
Patricia Dalton
Tan Dang
Ruby Doig
Paula Dorado
Robert and  
  Linda Gustafson
Carol Hansen-Vessa
Blake Hicks
David and  
  Terrell Hindman
Thomas and  
  Martha Millen
Joseph O’Brien
Moonhun Oh
Nancy and 
   Christopher Perry
Daiga Pluceja
Mrs. Heidi Robitshek
Mary Rogers
Rick Rowland
Faustino Ruiz
Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. 
Shannon
Erin Smith
Richard and JoAnn 
Smith
Rolana Tomeh
Manisha Trivedi
Mr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan Weiss
Caroline Wilshere



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2023-2024 SUPPORTERS

956 
learners served

through one-to-one 
tutoring, in-person  
and online classes,  

and off-site programs

1,412
personal goals met

such as enrolling in community 
college, earning a certification 
for work, reading a book to 
a child, opening a savings 
account, and obtaining a GED

64 COUNTRIES
from 44 LANGUAGES

speaking

An advanced health literacy 
(HEAL) class shows their 

workbooks—a proprietary 
curriculum created by 

Literacy for Life.

13,252 volunteer hours of instruction 
(a $442,350 value)

22
after studying 

American civics 
and history with 

their tutors 

learners became 
U.S. citizens

273 
VOLUNTEERS

changed lives by tutoring, teaching 
classes, serving as board & council 

members, and assisting the staff

$1,030
cost to serve one 
learner per year

Grants 
15% Fees for 

service 
7%

Individuals/ 
private donations 

26%

Interest 
& other 

8%

Special events 
23% Government 

(state & local) 
21%

Income 
Mix

Subject 
Mix

YOUR IMPACT 
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The College of William & Mary
P.O. Box 8795 

301 Monticello Ave 
Williamsburg, VA 23187
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